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party the hope that it might become the domin-
ant power In the State. That judicious monarch
preferred peace and an unquestioned title to the
tenets of any theological system, and his renuncia-
tion of Calvinism discouraged the ambitious hopes
of his followers.

An element of large importance in the growth of
Protestantism in France had been the extent to
which the nobility abandoned the ancient creed. It
was probably political ambition rather than any deep
study of the Fathers that accounted for their change
of belief. There was not indeed in France the
opportunity to appropriate lands of the Church
which led German princes into the paths of heresy,
but many a French noble, disappointed in his hopes
and discontented with the Court, rallied to the sup-
port of a new party that furnished not only theo-
logical truth, but opportunities for turbulence.

The accession of these noble allies was originally
a source of strength, but in time it became an ele-
ment of weakness. Such leaders were ready to
draw the Protestants into insurrections which had
no motive but their own ambition, and the Hugue-
not party became an unruly political organisation.
During the wars of religion they were banded to-
gether for the defence of their lives and their religion,
but they clung to the measures that had been neces-
sary for their protection in the days of the League
and the Guises, when the necessity for them no longer
existed. Though Henry IV. abjured the creed of
his youth, he was not unmindful of his faithful fol-
lowers: by the Edict of Nantes he secured for themtant hunting-lodge to another in search ofsolicitations of hisore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
